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Tong  Thong  Lincoln  va  niro-c  My  cua  ong,  1809  1865 


Nam  1959  da  la  nam  kg  ni<*m  150  nam  ngay  sinh  nhqt  cua  ong  Abraham  Lincoln.  Ong  Lincoln  co  met  dia  vi  td'i 
trong  trong  Ikh  sir  Mg-Quoc  vi  ba  ly  do.  Trir&c  hel,  ong  da  cu-u  van  dirge  Hcrp-Cluing-Quoc  My  Chan  khi  Ho-p-Chung-Quoc 
b\  nan  Ngi  Chien  de  doa.  Lg  do  thii  hai  la  ong  da  led  do  che  do  no  le  da  den  trong  do  co  hon  3  trieu  ngirai  bi  giam  cam 
trong  cdnh  no  le.  Lg  do  thir  ba  la.  ong  thanh  tain  tin  twang  a  gid  tri  ciia  nen  dan  chu  va  cage  doi  cua  ong  da  the  hien 
nhu-ng  gid  tri  dan  chu  do  trong  hinh  thirc  cao  ca.  nhat. 

Nhu-ng  hinh  dnh  va  nhu-ng  Idi  noi  in  tren  ede  bang  trirng  bag  nag  da  dirac  xep  dat  de  ke  lai  cage  dbi  cua  ong 
Lincoln,  de  pho  bag  nhnng  g  lining  chinh  ciia  ong,  va  de  vqch  ro  anh  lur&ng  cua  nhirnq  lg  tir&ng  ciia  ong  du  diro-c  phan 
chieu  trong  d&i  song  mr&c  My  ngay  nay.  Cdc  hinh  anh  da  trinh  bay  mot  each  chdn  that  phan  anh  ciia  ong  Lincoln  ciing 
nirac  My  trong  thai  dqi  ciia  ong ;  tieu  sir  va  cdc  In  twang  ciia  ong  da  dirac  trinh  bag  qua  chinh  nhu-ng  lai  noi  ciia  dug, 
in  chw  nga  tren  tat  ca  cdc  bang  trirng  bay  lai  phong  trien  lam. 
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Lincoln  and  his  America,  1809-1865 


The  year  i9S9  marked  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Lincoln  has* 
a  viial  place  in  the  history  of  the  United  Stat<  s  for  three  reasons.  First,  he  saved  the  American  Union  when  it  was 
threatened  by  civil  war.  Second,  he  overthrew  the  system  of  Negro  slavery  under  which  more  than  three  million  human 
beings  were  held  in  bondage.  Third,  he  believed  deeply  in  the  value  of  democracy  and  he  made  his  own  life  an  expression 
of  those  values  in  their  finest  form. 

I  4  '     ! 

The  pictures  and  words  which  appear  on  these  panels  are  designed  to  tell  the  story  of  Lincoln's  life,  to  show  his 
leading~tdeas,  and 'To suggest  how  his  TdeaTs are  reflected  in  American  tife  today.  The  pictures  are  authentic  likenesses  of 
Lincoln  and  his    America,   and  as   far  as  possible,   the  story  and  the   ideas  are   expressed  in   his    own   words. 
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Nam  1859,  khi  ong  Lincoln  la  una  cir  vien  tranh  cir  chiic  vu  Tong  Thong,  cue  ngirai  ling  ho  ong  xin  cho  ho  nhirng 
tdi  lieu  ve  tieu  sir  cua  ong.  Be  tra  lai  ho,  ong  da  ke  lai  quang  dot  nien  thieu  cua  ong  lai  mien  bien  cirong,  tir  khi  ong  ra 
chao  dbi  trong  mot  can  leu  go  va  chi  dirac  hoc  chit  trong  mot  thai  gian  ngan  ngni.  Can  nha  go  noi  ong  sinh  ra  da  dirac 
x&y  lai,  va  mot  bai  tdp  hoc  do  chinh  tag  ong  viet,  deu  dirac  chup  lai  noi  dag. 

Toi  sinh  ngay  12  thang  Hai  1809  tai  quan  Hardin,  tieu  bang  Kentucky.  Cha  me  toi  sinh  tai  tieu  bang  Virginia, 
gidng  gioi  tam  thud-ng...  Me  toi  qua  d6'i  nam  toi  len  mu*6-i,  von  thuoc  gia-tlinh  ho  Hanks... 

Khi  ong  noi  toi  mat,  cha  toi  mo'i  len  sau,  va  cha  toi  da  Ion  len,  khong  duo'c  hoc  hanh  gi  ca.  Ch^  toi  ro-i  bo 
tieu  bang  Kentucky  sang  trii  ngu  tai  tieu  bang  Indiana  khi  toi  len  tam.  Gia-dinh  chung  toi  toi  noi  tru  ngu  mo'i  khi 
tieu  bang  nay  vu-a  duoc  sat  nhap  vao  trong  Lien-Bang.  Bo  la  mot  mien  hoang  da,  co  nhieu  gau  va  cac  da  thii  khac  b 
trong  rung.  Toi  da  16'n  len  tai  mien  do.  Cung  co  mot  vai  truong  hoc.  Tieng  goi  la  truong  hoc,  nhirng  ong  giao  chi 
can  «  biet  doc,  biet  viet,  biet  lam  may  phep  tinh  nhu  phep  tam  xnat»  cung  da  goi  la  co  thua  tu-  each  rbi  day... 
Co  nhien  la  khi  den  tuoi  trirong  thanh,  von  hoc  thirc  cua  toi  cung  chang  duoc  bao  nhieu.  Tuy  vay,  the  ma  toi 
cung  biet  doc,  biet  viet,  biet  lam  tinh  den  phep  tam  xuat,  nhung  chi  biet  den  the  thoi.  Tu  do,  toi  khong  he  duo-c 
bu-oc  chan  to-i  nha  trirong  nfra    (Trong  buc  thu  viet  cho  Jesse  W.  Fell,  ngay  20  thang  Chap  nam  1859). 


In  1859,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidencg  of  the  United  Stales,  Lincoln's  supporters  urged  him  to  supply 
them  with  biographical  information.  In  response,  he  wrote  the  storg  of  his  early  life  on  the  frontier,  where  he  was  born 
in  a  log  cabin  and  received  a  brief  schooling.  A  reconstruction  of  his  birthplace  and  a  school  exercise  in  his  own  hand 
are  pictured  here. 

I  was  born  Feb.  12,  1809,  in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky.  My  parents  were  both  born  in  Virginia,  of 
undistinguished  families...  My  mother,  who  died  in  my  tenth  year,  was  of  a  family  of  the  name  of  Hanks... 

My  father  at  the  death  of  his  father  was  but  six  years  of  age  and  he  grew  up,  literally  without 
education.  He  removed  from  Kentucky  to...  Indiana  in  my  eighth  year.  We  reached  our  new  home  about 
the  time  the  State  came  into  the  Union.  It  was  a  wild  region,  with  many  bears  and  other  wild  animals  still 
in  the  woods.  There  I  grew  up.  There  were  some  schools,  so  called,  but  no  qualification  was  ever  required 
of  a  teacher,  beyond  «  readin,  writin,  and  cipherin  to  the  Rule  of  Three. »...  Of  course,  when  I  came  of  age 
I  did  not  know  much.  Still,  somehow,  I  could  read,  write,  and  cipher  to  the  Rule  of  Three,  but  that  was,  all, 
I  have  not  been  to  school  since,  (to  Jesse  Wf  Fell,  December  20,  1859) 
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Khi  ong  Lincoln  ra  chao  dbi,  che-do  no-l$  da  den  dang  thinh  hdnh  tax  tarn  tieu  bang  trong  so  mubi  bdy  tieu 
bang  hbi  do  lien  kit  thanh  Lien-Bang  Hop-Chiing-Quoc. 

Mot  phan  tarn  tong  dan  so  la  nhtrng  ngird-i  no  le  da  den,  khong  phan  phoi  deu  tren  khap  lanh  tho  lien-bang, 
nhu-ng  tap  trung  tai  mien  Nam  lanh  tho  Lien-Bang.  (Trong  bai  dien  van  nham  chirc  Tong-Thong  nhiem  ky  thu-  hai, 
ngay  miing  4  thing  Ba  nam  1865). 

Chinli  ong  Lincoln  rat  thu  ghct  che-do  no  le  ngay  iir  hie  thieu  th&i.  Trong  mot  bite  thu  g&i  cho  ngubi  ban,  dug 
Joshua  Speed,  ong  ke  lai  mot  kinh  nghiem  hoi  ong  con  tri  tuoi,  da  lam  ong  noi  long  cong  phan. 

Nam  1841,  ban  va  toi  cung  di  mot  chnyen  tau  thuy  rat  met  nhoc  vi  niroc  can,  tu-  Louisville  toi  St.  Louis. 
Chac  ban  van  con  nho-  nhu  toi  van  nho  rat  ro,  la  tu-  Louisville  toi  cua  song  Ohio,  tren  tau  c6  muoi  hoac  mudi  hai 
nguoi  no  le  bi  xi'eng  xich  chnng  voi  nhau.  Canh  tuo'ng  d6  da  luon  luon  day  dirt  long  toi.  (Thir  g6i  cho  ong  Joshua 
Speed,  ngay  24  tliang  8  nam  1855). 

Long  thu  ghct  che  do  no-le  khien  cho  ong  nghi  tai  viec  chong  doi  che  do  do  bang  hdnh  dgng  chinh  tri  vd  hoqt 
dong  de  tien  l&i  mot  muc  tieu  hail  nhu  khong  bao  gib  co  the  dat  l&i  du-gc. 

Chung  toi  tu-  gi6-  ve  sau  quyet  se  len  tieng  de  bao  ve  tir-do  va  chong  doi  che  do  no  le,  trong  khi  ma  hien 
phap  van  con  bao  dam  quyen  tu-  do  ngon  luan ;  cho  toi  ngay  ma  tai  khap  nai  tren  giai  dat  bao  la  nay,  mat  trfri  se 
chieu  sang,  mu-a  se  roi,  va  gio  se  thoi  ma  khong  tim  thay  mot  nguo-i  nao  phai  lam  viec  ma  kbong  duo'c  den  cong. 
(Tuyen  bo  trong  cuqc  tranh  cu-  nam  1856). 


When  Lincoln  was  born,  Negro  slavery  prevailed  in  eight  of  the  seventeen  states  which  then  made  up  the  Union. 

One  eighth  of  the  whole  population  were  colored  slaves,  not  distributed  generally  over  the  Union, 
but  localized  in  the  southern  part  of  it.  (Second  Inaugural  address,  March  4,  1865) 

Lincoln  himself  formed  a  dislike  for  slavery  when  he  was  a  young  man.  In  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Joshua  Speed,  he 
describes  an  early  experience  which  roused  his  feelings. 

In  1841,  you  and  I  had  together  a  tedious  low-water  trip  on  a  steamboat  from  Louisville  to  St. 
Louis.  You  may  remember,  as  I  well  do,  that  from  Louisville  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  there  were  on  board, 
ten  or  a  dozen  slaves,  shackled  together  with  irons.  That  sight  was  a  continual  torment  to  me.  (letter  to 
Joshua  Speed,  August  24,  1855) 

His  dislike  of  slavery  caused  him  to  consider  the  possibility  of  opposing  it  by  political  action  and  of  working 
toward  a  seemingly  unattainable  goal. 

We  will  hereafter  speak  for  freedom  and  against  slavery  as  long  as  the  constitution  guarantees 
free  speech  ,-  until  everywhere  on  this  wide  land  the  sun  shall  shine,  and  the  rain  shall  fall,  and  the  wind 
shall  blow  upon  no  man  who  goes  forth  to  unrequited  toil,  (statement  in  the  election  campaign  of  1856) 
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Trong  gan  30  nam,  dug  Lincoln  du  hoat  (long  chink  tri  vd  ma  phony  luat  sir. 


Toi...  ling  cir  Quoc  Hoi  lap  phap  (lieu  bang)  nam  do  (1832)  va  bi  that  bai...  Trong  cuoc  tuyen  cir  sau,  va  lien 
tiep  trong  ba  cuoc  tuyen  cir  hai  nam  mot  Ian,  toi  duoc  ba"u  vao  Qnoc  Hoi  lap  phap.  Sau  do,  toi  lai  khong  urng  cir  nu-a. 
Trong thdi  gian  6-  trong  Quoc  Hoi  lap  phap,  toi  da  hoc  luat,  va  doi  cho  trii  ngu  toi  Springfield  de  mo  phong  luat  sir. 
Nam  1846,  toi  duoc  bau  mot  nhiem  ky  vao  Ha  Nghi  Vi6n  (Quoc  Hoi  Lien  Bang).  Toi  khong  ung  cu-  de  duoc  lai  cir.  Tie 
1849  toi  1854,  toi  da  hoat  dong  nhieu  ho*n  bao  gifr  het  trong  chu-c  vu  luat  sir..  Toi  khong  quan  tarn  toi  chinh  tri  nua, 
cho  toi  ngay  ma  Thoa  U6'C  Missouri  (thoa  U'oc  nay  han  che  pham  vi  che  do  no  le)  bi  bai  bo  da  lam  cho  toi  lai  quan 
tam  toi  chinh  tri  (thir  gui  cho  Jesse  W.  Fell,  ngay  20  thang  Chap  nam  1859). 

Sau  Ichi  van  de  no  14  lui  lam  cho  ong  quan  tdm  lai  chinh  tri,  nam  1858  ong  irng  ca  chiic  vu  Thitang  Xghi  ST  Lien 
Bang  chong  lai  ong  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  mdl  thu-ang  nghi  si  co  riil  nhieu  tai  nang  va  the  lire  da  (irng  noi  la  khong  quan 
tdm  t&i  che  do  no  le,  du  che  do  nag  «  bi  bieu  quyet  dirge  ung  ho  hoqc  bi  bai  bo  cung  vqy ».  Ong  Douglas  da  thang  ong 
Lincoln,  nhirng  vi  dug  Lincoln  da  dien  to.  duox  quan  niem  cua  ong  mot  each  cuong  quyet  va  co  hieu  qua  trong  ede  cuoc 
tranh  lugn  cung  ong  Douglas,  cho  nen  hai  nam  sau  chinh  dang  cua  ong  da  de  cir  ong  lam  irng  cir  vien  franh  cir  chi'rc  vu 
Tong  Thong.  Thang  Mot  nam  1860,  ong  dac  cir  chi'rc  vu  Tting  Thong,  vd  Ira  nen  vi  Tdng  Thong  tlu'r  16  cua  Hop  Chung 
Quoc  Mg  Chdu.  Cdc  tieu  bang  cong  nhqn  che  do  no  le  coi  sir  due  cir  cua  ong  la  mgt  moi  de  dga  cho  che  do  cua  ho,  vd 
can  khung  hodng  da  khai  phdl  khi  ong  nhdm  chire  Tong  Thong. 

Khi  bat  dau  nhiem  ky  Tong  Thong  hien  tai...  cac  cong  vu  cua  chinh  phu  Lien  Bang  bj...  dinh  ohi  tong  quat 
tai  lanh  tho  cac  tieu  bang  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi.  Louisiana,  va  Florida...  Mot  sac  lenh  da 
duoc  chap  thuan  tai  moi  tieu  bang  trong  so  cac  tieu  bang  do,  tuyen  bo  la  cac  tieu  bang  36  duoc  tach  biet  khoi 
Lien  Bang...  (thong  diep  gui  Quoc  Hoi,  ngay  miing  4  thang  7  nam   1861). 


For  nearlg  thirty  years,  Lincoln  engaged  in  politics  and  in  the  practice  of  law. 

I...  ran  for  the  Legislature  the  same  year  (1832)  and  was  beaten...  The  next,  and  three  succeeding 
biennial  elections,  I  was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  I  was  not  a  candidate  afterwards.  During  this  Legislative 
period  I  had  studied  law,  and  removed  to  Springfield  to  practice  it.  In  1846  I  was  once  elected  to  the  lower 
House  of  Congress.  Was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election.  From  1849  to  1854,  both  inclusive,  practiced  law 
more  assiduously  than  ever  before...  I  was  losing  interest  in  politics  when  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  (which  had  restricted  the  area  of  slavery)  aroused  me  again,  (to  Jesse  W.  Fell,  December 
20,  1859) 

After  the  slavery  question  revived  his  interest  in  politics,  he  ran  in  1858  for  the  United  Stales  Senate  against 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  a  very  able  and  influential  senator  who  said  he  did  not  care  whether  slavery  was  "  voted  up  or 
voted  down."  Douglas  defeated  him,  but  Lincoln  had  expressed  his  views  so  forcibly  and  effectively  in  his  debates  against 
Douglas  that  two  years  later,  his  political  party  made  him  a  candidate  for  the  presidency.  In  November,  1860,  he  was 
elected  to  be  the  sixteenth  President  of  the  United  States.  The  slave  stales  regarded  his  election  as  a  threat  to  their 
institution,  and  a  crisis  had  arisen  by  the  lime  he  came  to  the  Presidency. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  Presidential  term...  the  functions  of  the  Federal  government 
were...  generally  suspended  within  the  several  states  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Florida...  An  ordinance  had  been  adopted  in  each  of  these  States  declaring  the  States, 
respectively,  to  be  separated  from  the  National  Union...  (message  to  Congress,  July  4,   1861) 
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Khi  lain  le  tuyen  the  nham  dure  Tong  Thong,  ngay  miing  i  thang  3  nam  1861,  dug  Lincoln  tim  each  keu  got  cue 
tieu  bang  mien  Nam  ch&  nen  Ig  tan  Lien  Bang. 

Ho-i  cac  dong  bao  bat  man,  sir  quyet  dinh  he  trong  ve  noi  chien  la  a  trong  tay  Song  Mo,  chir  khong  phai 
6-  trong  tay  toi.  Chinh  phu  se  khong  tan  cong  dong  bao.  Neu  d$ng  bao  khong  gay  han  triro-c,  khong  bao  gift  co 
chien  tranh  ca. ..  Chung  ta  khong  phai  la  ke  thu,  ma  la  ban  Chiing  ta  khong  neo  thu  nghich  nhau.  Tuy  long  hd-n 
gian  rat  16-n  nhu'ng  cung  khong  nen  de  cho  long  ho-n  gian  do  cat  dirt  moi  tinh  thiro-ng  ai  giii-a  chiing  ta.  NM'ng  ky 
niem  nho-  nhung  am  tham  bao  trurn  cac  bai  chien  trirfrng  va  cac  nam  mo  tir  si,  rang  buoc  tam  can  cua  m6i  ngir6-i 
va  moi  gia  dinh  tren  giai  dat  bao  la  nay,  se  lai  rung  dpng  lam  long  doan  ket  lien  bang,  chac  chan  nhu  vay,  khi 
thien  tinh  trong  long  chiing  ta  noi  day.  (Bai  dien  van  doc  khi  nham  churc  Tong  Thong  trong  nhiem  ky  thir  nhat, 
ngay  mung  4  thang  3  nam  1861). 

Nhung  cac  lien  bang  mien  Nam  khong  bang  long  quag  ve  gia  nhgp  Lien  Bang,  va  cac  Ilea  bang  mien  Bdc  khong 
bang  long  de  cho  cac  tieu  bang  mien  Nam  tdch  ra  khoi  Lien  Bang,  do  do  da  xag  ra  Noi  Chien. 

Ca  hai  ben  deu  muoD  tranh  chien  tranh,  nhirng  mot  ben  cho  la  tha  gay  chien  tranh  con  ho'n  la  de  cho 
quoc  gia  dirge  ton  tai ;  va  mot  ben  cho  la  tha  nhan  chien  tranh  con  ho'n  la  de  cho  quoc  gia  bi  tieu  diet.  Va  chien 
tranh  da  xay  ra.  (Bai  dien-van  doc  khi  nham  chire  Tong  Thong  trong  nhiem  ky  tliii-  hai,  ngay  mung  4 
thang  3  nam  1865). 


When  he  took  the  oath  as  President,  on  March  k,  1861,  Lincoln  sought  to  appeal  to  the  Southern  states  not  to  break 
up  the  Union. 

In  your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-countrymen,  and  not  in  mine  is  the  momentous  issue  of  civil 
war.  The  government  will  not  assail  you.  You  can  have  no  conflict,  without  being  yourselves  the  aggres- 
sors... We  are  not  enemies,  but  friends.  We  must  not  be  enemies.  Though  passion  may  have  strained, 
it  must  not  break  our  bonds  of  affection.  The  mystic  chords  of  memory,  stretching  from  every  battlefield 
,and  patriot  grave,  to  every  living  heart  and  hearth-stone,  all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell  the 
chorus  of  the  Union  when  again  touched,  as  surely  they  will  be,  by  the  better  angels  of  our  nature.  (First 
Inaugural  address,  March  4,   (861). 

But  the  Southern  states  would  not  voluntarily  return  to  the  Union  and  the  Northern  states  would  not  voluntarily 
let  them  go,  and  a  conflict  resulted. 

Both  parties  deprecated  war,  but  one  of  them  would  make  war  rather  than  let  the  nation  survive  ; 
and  the  other  would  accept  war  rather  than  let  it  perish.  And  the  war  came.  (Second  Inaugural  address, 
March  4,  1865). 


-  11 


Tug  ve  phircrng  diSn  cq  nhdti,  ong  Lincoln  phan  doi  che  d)  n)  14,  nhirng  ong  khdng  tin  Id  ong  co  quyen,  n'idn 
da nh  chi'rc  vu  Tung  Thong,  chap  thuan  nhirng  l-ien  phdp  chong  lai  che  d.)  n  '>  le\ 

Ban  tinh  toi  chong  lai  che  do  no  le.  Neu  che  do  no  le  khong  phai  la  tai  hai,  I  hi  co  IP  cluing  con  dieu  gi  dang 
dirge  coi  la  tai  hai  ca.  Toi  van  nghT  nhir  vay  va  cam  lhay  nhir  vay  lir  lau  lam  roi.  Tuy  vay,  toi  khong  bao  gi6-  nghT 
rang  cluVc  vu  Tong  Thong  cho  toi  mot  quyen  vo  han  de  chinh  thirc  thi  hanh  theo  y  nghT  va  cam  giac  ciia  toi  (tire 
la  cho  che  do  no  le  la  tai  hai...)  Toi  lai  cung  nghT  rang  trong  mot  chinh  phu  dan  sir  thong  Uurd-ng,  loi  tuyen  'thQ 
(khi  nham  cluVc  Tong  Thong)  nay  cam  doan  toi  khong  dime  co  mot  hanh.  dong  de  thirc  hanh  mot  xet  doan  trim  tuong 
don  so-  cua  rieng  toi  ve  mat  tinh  than  cua  van  de  no  le. ..  cho  den  ngay  horn  nay,  toi  chua  he  co  mo',  hanh  dong 
chinh  thirc  nao  ma  ly  do  hanh  dong  chi  la  de  thirc  hanh  xet  doan  va  cam  giac  trim  tuong  cua  rieng  toi  ve  van  de  n6 
le.  (hue  thir  g6i  cho  Albert  G.  Hodges,  ngay  miing  4  thang  4  nam  KSfit). 

Trong  han  mot  nam  sail  khi  cujc  Noi  Chien  bat  ddu,  ong  tiep  tuc  khong  dp  dung  mot  bidn  phdp  chinh  thuc  nao 
ca  de  chong  dot  lai  che  do  no  le.  Nhirng  den  thang  9  nam  1862,  ong  cho  va  mot  ban  Tugcn-Cdo. 

Ngay  Nguyen-Ran  thang  Gieng  nam  Thien  Chua  Mot  Ngan  lam  Tram  San  Miro'i  Ba,  tat  ca  nhirng  ngiroi  hi 
giam  give  lam  no  le  tren  lanh  tho  cua  bat  ci'r  mot  tieu  bang  nao,  hoac  cua  mot  phan  dirrvc  chi  dinh  trong  lanh  tho  lieu 
bang  ma  dan  chiing  tai  do  da  (hoac  se)  noi  day  chong  lai  Hop-Chung-Quoe,  deu  tie  nay  Ir6'  di  (hoac  tir  khi  d6  tro 
di),  duoc  ly  do  mai  mai.  (Ban  Tuyen-Cao  Giai  Phong  No  Le,  ngay  22  thang  9  nam  1SG2). 

Ban  Tugcn-Cdo  Giai  Phong  No  Le  da  giai  phong  no  le  tai  nhirng  dia  phirong  noi  loan.  Nhung  lai  nhirng  dia 
phirong  rang  Ifrn  trnng  thdnh  vfri  Lien  Bang,  ede  ngirai  no  le  van  hi  no  IS.  Be  giai  phong  nhirng  ngir&i  no  le  nag,  ong 
Lincoln  de  xirr'rng  chap  thuan  mot  tn  chinh  an  Hien-Phdp  bni  bo  che  do  no  le  tren  todn  the  lanh  tho  Hop-Chi'ing-Qiioc. 
Ban  Tu  Chinh  An  Men  Phdp  thir  13  nag  diroc  chiip  thuan  nam  1865. 


Although  lie  persoiudlg  opposed  slaverg,  Lincoln  did  not  believe  that  he  was  entitled,  as  President,  to  adopt  measures 
against  it. 

I  am  naturally  anti-slavery.  If  slavery  is  not  wrong,  nothing  is  wrong.  I  cannot  remember  when  I 
did  not  so  think,  and  feel.  And  yet  I  have  never  understood  that  the  Presidency  conferred  upon  me  an 
unrestricted  right  to  act  officially  upon  this  judgment  and  feeling  (that  slavery  is  an  evil)...  I  understood, 
too,  that  in  ordinary  civil  administration  this  (presidential)  oath  even  forbade  me  to  practically  indulge  my 
primary  abstract  judgment  on  the  moral  question  of  slavery...  to  this  day,  I  have  done  no  official  act  in 
mere  deference  to  my  abstract  judgment  and  feeling   on  slavery,  (to  Albert  G.  Hodges.  April  4,   1 864). 

For  more  than  a  gear  after  the  war  began,  he  continued  to  refrain  from  action  against  shivery.  But  in  September, 
H62,  he  issued  a  proclamation. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any  state,  or  designated  part  of  a  state,  the  people  whereof  shall  then 
be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall  be,  then,  thenceforward,  and  forever  free,  (preliminary 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  September  22,    1 862). 

The  Emancipation  Proclamation  freed  the  slaves  in  areas  which  mere  in  rebellion.  But  in  large  areas  logal  to  the 
Union,  slaves  remained  in  slaver g.  To  secure  their  freedom,  Lincoln  urged  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
abolishing  slavery  throughout  the  United  Stales.  Enactment  was  completed  in  1865  for  this  thirteenth  amendment. 
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Tluhiyl?  nam  1863,  Iran  yiao  plumy  Ian  nhiit  trong 
cuoc  Noi  Chien  da  xiuj  ra  tai  Gettysburg,  lieu  bang  Penn- 
sylvania, va  qadn  dgi  mien  Nam  da  bi  day  lui.  Sail  nay, 
khi  lam  li  trny  dieu  chien  trirang  do,  ong  Lincoln,  Irony 
mot  bdi  dien  van  nydy  nay  dur/c  coi  la  mot  any  van  co 
dien,  da  trinh  bay  chinh  nghia  ma  cue  chien  si  da  ti'r  Iran 
de  bdo  ve  chinh  nghia  do. 


In  July,  186S,  I  he  greatest  bat  tie  of  the  war  wtis 
fought  and  the  Southern  army  was  driven  back,  at 
Gettysburg  in  Pensglvania. 

Later,  at  a  dedication  of  the  battlefield,  Lincoln  offered 
a  classic  statement  of  the  cause  for  which  the  fallen 
soldiers  had  died. 


Bai  diin  van  Gettysburg  : 


Gettysburg  Address 


T;'im  mu'O'i  bay  nam  truo'C  day,  to-tien  cluing  ta  da 
tbanh  lap  tren  dai-luc  nay  mot  qiioc-gia  men,  cau-tao 
trong  y-niem  Tir-Do,  va  can-ci'r  tren  nguyen-tac  cliu- 
truong  rang  moi  nguoi  cteu  binh-dang.  Hien  nay  cluing 
ta  dang  lam  vao  mot  cuoc  noi-chien  vT-dai,  de  tbi- 
nghiem  xcm  qiioc-gia  nay,  hay  bat  cir  mot  quoc-gia  n:Yo 
khae,  cau-tao  va  can-ci'r  Iron  nhirng  y-niem  va  nguyen- 
tac  tren,  co  the  truong-cirii  duoc  bay  khong.  Cluing  la 
dang  gap  mat  nhau  tai  no'i  day  tren  mot  chien-trirong 
Ion  ciia  cuoc  ehicn-lranh  36.  Cluing  ta  toi  day  de 
cung-bien  mot  phan  ciia  cluen-truong  do  lam  noi  an_ 
nghi  euoi  cung  cbo  nhirng  nguoi  da  by-si nh  tinh-mang 
tai  noi  day  de  cbo  quoc-gia  nay  ton  tai.  Lam  nbir  vay 
cluing  ta  da  thuan  tbeo  v  troi  va  Ion"  nguoi. 


Four  score  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought 
forth,  upon  this  continent,  a  new  nation,  conceived  in 
Liberty,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  ail  men  are 
created  equal. 

Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing 
whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation,  so  conceived,  and  so 
dedicated,  can  long  endure.  We  ere  met  here  on  a  great 
battle-field  of  that  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a 
portion  of  it  as  a  final  resting  place  for  those  who  here 
gave  their  lives,  that  that  nation  might  live.  It  is  altoge- 
ther fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this. 


Xhirng  trong  mot  y-nghia  rong-rai  ho'n,  cluing  ta 
khong  co  kha-nang  cung-bien,  cluing  ta  khong  co  kha- 
nang  iruy-dieu.  cluing  ta  khong  co  kha-nang  thanh-hoa 
dirge  manh  dat  nay.  Nhirng  con  nguoi  dung  cam,  con 
song  hay  da  khuat,  da  tirng  chien-dau  tai  no'i  day,  chinh 
nhirng  con  ngircVi  do  da  truy-dieu  no'i  nay  mot  each  ton 
nghiem  hon  cluing  ta,  sicu-viet  bom  kha-nang  tuc-pham 
va  bat-lire  cua  cluing  ta.  The-giai  se  cbang  quan-lam 
va  cung  cbang  tuong-niem,  ioi  nhirng  16i  cluing  ta  noi 
tai  noi  day,  nhirng  the-gio'i  se  khong  bao  gio-  lang  quen 
duoc  nhiing  dieu  ma  cac  con  ngircVi  dung-cam  da  lam 
tai  noi  day.  Chinh  chiing  ta.  nhirng  nguoi  con  song 
moi  ciin  phai  tir  cung-bien  cbo  nhiem-vu  de  hoan-thanh 
cong-cuoc  do-dang  ma  ho  da  xay  dap  mot  each  cao  qivy^ 
cho  toi  ngay  horn  nay.  Chinh  cluing  ta  moi  can  phai  trr 
cung  hien  cbo  nbiem-vu  vT-dai  ma  cluing  la  con  phai 
hoan-thanh  —  la  noi  giromg  nhirng  tir-sT  diroc  ton  siing 
nay,  cluing  ta  se  Ian  tuy  bon  niia  cho  cbinb-ngbia  ma 
ho  da  tan  tuy  toi  do  hy-sinh  —  la  tai  iio'i  day,  cluing 
ta  hay  long-trong  tuyen-the  rang  nhiing  nguoi  da  khuat 
nay  da  khong  hy-sinh  tanh-mang  mot  each  vo-ich,  rang 
quocgia  nay  se  lai  duoc  huong  mot  cuoc  tai-sinh  cua 
nen  tir-do  ;  va  chinh-phu  ciia  dan,  do  dan  va  vi  dan 
cua  quoc-gia  nay  se  khong  bi  tieu  diet  tren  trai  dat 
nay. 


But  in  a  larger  sens?  we  can  not  dedicate  —  we  can 
not  consecrate  —  we  can  not  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave 
men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  consicrat- 
ed  it  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add  or  detract.  The 
world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say 
here,  but  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for 
us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfin- 
ished work  which  they  have,  thus  far,  so  nobly  carried 
on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  us  —  that  from  these  honored  dead 
we  take  increased  devotion  to  thai  cause  for  which  they 
here  gave  th  5  last  full  measure  of  devotion  —  that  we 
here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died 
in  vain;  that  this  nation  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  free- 
dom; and  that  this  gov  rnmenf  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people,  shall  not   oerish  from  th     earth. 


Ngay  19  thdng  Mot  nam  1863. 


November   19,    1863 


-   15  ■- 


Choc  Noi  Cliicn  licp  dien  tan  khoc  Irony  bon  nam.  Thai  Id  mot  cage  thir  thach  day  Ihu  hdn,  nhirng  khi  cade  ngi 
ehic'u  gan  kel  lieu,  dug  Lincoln  van  co  the  len  lieng  nid  Long  long  khong  chdl  Ihu  hdn. 


Khong  co  ac  y  doi  voi  mot  ai,  voi  thicn  y  danh  cho  tat  ca  moi  nguoi,  voi  long  cuong  quyet  tren  con  duong 
phai,  nhir  Bang  Thuong-Be  da  ban  cho  (a  dime  trong  thay  diro-ng  phai,  cluing  ta  hay  gang  sire  lam  tron  cong  vice  ta 
diro-ng  lam,  ban  gan  cac  vet  thuong  ilia  quoc-gia,  san  soc  toi  ngu6'i  chien-sT  da  I u.-  Iran  va  nguoi  qua  pbu  cung  diia 
co  nhi,  va  lam  tat  ca  nlun:g  dieu  co  the  hoan  thanh  va  de  cao  duoc  mot  nen  boa  binh  chinh  dang  va  lau  dai  gifia 
cbung  ta  va  cung  voi  mci  quoc  gia  khac.  (bai  dicn  van  doc  khi  nham  chiic  Tong  Thong  trong  tihiem  ky  thi'r  hai,  ngay 
mung  -1  thang  3  nam  1805) 


The  war  continued  for  four  deadly  gears.  It  uas  a  I ULcr  ordeal,  but  near  the  end  of  it,  Lincoln  could  still  speak 
without  bitterness. 


With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  fcr  all,  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God  gives  us  to  see 
the  right,  let  us  strive  on  to  finish  the  work  we  are  in,  to  bind  up  the  nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  him 
who  shall  have  borne  the  battle  and  for  his  widow  and  his  orphan,  to  do  all  which  may  achieve  and 
cherish  a  just  ar.d  a  lasting  peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all  nations,  (second  Inaugural  address, 
March  A,    1365) 


—  17 


Ngdy  nu'mg  !)  thang  Tir  nam  1865,  dao  qudn  chu  lire  mien  Nam  thudc  quy'en  chi  hay  cua  dqi  lit&ng  Robert  E.  Lee 
dau  hang.  Lien  Bang  Hop  Chung  Qnoc  da  dime  ci'ru  van,  vd  dug  Lincoln  lien  quan  tdm  tai  van  de  phuc  hung  hoa  khi 
trong  loan  qnoc.  Nhung  chua  day  mot  tuan  le  sail,  dug  bi  mot  ten  sal  nhdn  ban  vd  ha  sal  khi  dug  tai  dir  mot  buoi  trinh 
dien  kich  tai  hi  vien  Ford  a  Hoa  Thinh  Bon.  Nhieu  sir  gia  da  viet  rat  nhieu  ve  thdnh  tich  vd  sir  nghiep  cua  dug,  nhung 
dang  thu  ij  Id  nhVrng  nhan  dinh  cua  chinh  dng  ve  nturng  dieu  dug  da  lam. 


Nhin  lai  tinh  hinh  da  qua,  ( viec  ky  ten  ban  Tnyen  cao  Giai  Phong  No  Le )  la  hanh  dong  chu  yen 
ciia  chinh  phii  trong  nhiem  ky  cua  toi,  va  la  bien  co  vi  dai  cua  the  ky  thi'r  19.  (Tuyen  bo  cung  ong  F.  B. 
Cnrpenter,   thang  Hai    nam   1805). 

Neu  san  nay  toi  diroc  neu  danh  trong  lich  sir,  tlii  chinh  la  nho*  6-  hanh  dong  nay  (tuyen  bo  cung 
ngoai  truong  William   H.    Seward,    ngay  mung   mot    thang  Gieng    nam    1863). 

Khi  giai  phong  ngu6-i|  no  le,  chung  ta  da  cung  co  nen  tir  do  ciia  ngirai  tir  do.  (thong  diep  giri  Quoc 
Hoi,    ngay    mimg    mot    thang    Chap    nam    18fi2). 


On  April  9,  1865,  the  principal  Southern  Army,  commanded  by  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  surrendered.  The  Union  had 
been  saved,  and  Lincoln  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  problems  of  restoring  harmony.  But  less  than  a  week  later,  he  was  shot 
and  killed  by  an  assassin,  while  attending  a  play  at  Ford's  Theatre  in  Washington.  Many  historians  have  written  at  length 
about  the  accomplishments  of  his  career,  but  it  is  interesting  to  read  his  own  appraisal  of  what  he  had  done. 

As^affairs  have  turned,  (the  signing   of  the  Emancipation   Proclamation)  is  the    central  act  of  my 
administration,  and  the  great  event  of  the  nineteenth  century,  (statement  to  F.  B.  Carpenter,  February,  1865) 

If  my  name  ever  gets  into  history,  it  will  be  for  this  act.   (statement  to    Secretary  of    State,  Wil- 
liam H.  Seward,  January   I,   1863) 

In  giving  freedomto  the  slave  we  assure  freedom   to  the  free,  (message  to  Congress,  December 
I,  1862) 
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Lincoln  va  nirox  My  cua  ong  ngay  nay 


Trong  aide  doi  chap  chink  cua  ong,  ong  Lincoln  da  trunk  dau  cho  nlurng  gid  tri  md  ong  tin  lirong  co  auk  kirung 
nkieu  nhat  d'e  cat  tkien  so  phdn  can  nhchi  loai.  Trong  Id'i  noi  cua  ong,  6;ig  tiin  each  phdl  bi'cu  nlurng  gid  tri  do  mot  each 
llidnh  lam,  va  Irong  cuoc  dai  tir  cua  ong,  6n$  Lun  each  song  trong  Ithudn  kko  nhirng  gid  tri  do.  Nlurng  ly  tirong  va  nlurng 
idem  tin  tirdng  cua  ong,  nhirng  ngay$n  vo.ig  cua  ong  cho  to  qaoe  vd  nlurng  thai  do  md  ong  da  co  doi  v&i  dang  bdo  cua 
dug,  da  dirg-c  bi'cu  16  qua  nh~rng  Wi  noi  va  ij  ng'ua  phan  chicn  trong  nhirng  bi'rc  hinh  sail  dag. 


Lincoln  and   his  America  Today 


In  his  career,  Lincoln  fought  for  tha  valjes  which  he  believed  would  do  most  to  improve  the  lot 
of  humanity.  In  his  words,  he  sought  to  present  these  values  convincingly,  and  in  his  personal  life,  he 
sought  to  live  by  them.  Some  of  his  ideals  and  convictions,  his  aspirations  for  his  country,  and  his  atti- 
tudes towards  his  fellowman  find  expression  in  the  words  and  reflection  in  the  pictures  which   follow. 


-   '21  — 


Neil  A  cluing  minh  duoc,  dd  hgp  ly  the  nao  mac  diiu,  rung  ban  co  the  no  le  boa  Sucre  B,  thi  tai  sao  B  lai 
khong  the  ciing  bien  loan  nhir  vay,  va  chiing  minh  ciing  hop  ly  nlur  vay,  rang  han  co  quyeh  no  le  hoa  A? 

Ban  noi  A  da  trang  va  B  da  den.  Nlur  vay  thi  hoa  ra  la  van  de  man  da,  ngtr6i  co  man  da  sang  ho-n  co  quyen 
no  le  hoa  ngircri  co  man  da  sam  hen  hay  sao?  Ban  hay  coi  chiing.  Thro  quy  luat  do,  ban  se  phai  lam  no  le  cho 
ngnoi  dan  tien  ban  gap,  co  man  da  trang  han  man  da  cua  ban. 

Ban  lai  noi  la  khong  phai  hoan  loan  van  de  man  da  n?  Ban  noi  rang  ngtio'i  da  trang  co  mot  trinh  do  tri  thiic 
cao  ho-ii  ngu6i  da  den,  va  vi  vay  cho  nen  co  quyen  no  le  hoa  ngiroi  da  den  ir?  Ban  lai  nen  coi  chi'vng  Ian  nna.  Theo 
qny  luat  do,  bar.  se  phai  lam  no  le  cho  ngnoi  dan  tien  1  an  gap,  co  mot  trinh  do  tri-tlnVc  cao  ho-n  cna  ban. 

Ban  lai  noi  do  la  van  de  quyen  loi,  va  nen  ban  co  quyen  cho  do  la  quyen  lo-i  cua  ban  thi  ban  co  quyen  no  le 
hoa  mot  nguoi  khac.  Duoc  lam.  Va  nen  ngnoi  no  co  quyen  cho  do  la  quyen  ioi  cua  ho,  thi  ho  se  co  quyen 
no   le   hoa   ban  !  (Trich  van   ve   van   ce   no    le,  ngav   mung  1    thang  7  nam   1854). 


If  A  can  prove,  however  conclusively,  that  he  may,  of  right,  enslave  A,  —  why  may  not  B  snatch 
the  same  argument,  and  prove  equally,  that  he  may  enslave  A  ?  — 

You  say  A  is  white  and  B  is  black.  It  is  color  then  —  the  lighter  having  the  right  to  enslave  tr  e 
darker  ?  Take  care.  By  this  rule  you  are  to  be  slave  to  the  first  man  you  meet  with  a  fairer  skin  than 
your  own. 

You  do  not  mean  color  exactly  ?  You  mean  the  whites  are  intellectually  the  superiors  of  the 
blacks  and  therefore  have  the  right  to  enslave  them  ?  Take  care  again.  By  this  rule  you  are  to  be  slave 
to  the   first   man   you   meet  with  an   intellect   superior  to   your  own. 

But,  say  you,  it  is  a  question  of  interest,  and  if  you  can  make  it  your  interest,  you  have  the  right 
to  enslave  another.  Very  well.  And  if  he  can  make  it  his  interest,  he  has  the  right  to  enslave  you  I 
(fragment  on  slavery,  ca.  July   I,  1854) 
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Toi  han  ho  an  nhan  thay  lai  mien  Tan  Anh  Cat  I,o*i  co  mot  he  thong  lao  (long  trong  do  cong  nhan  co 
quyen  flinh  cong  neu  ho  muon,  khong  bat  buoc  phai  Ian  viec  trong  tat  ca  moi  trirfrng  hop,  va  khong  bi  rang 
btioc  cung  bat  bupc  phai  lam  viec,  dd  ban  tra  hay  khong  tra  ti'en  lu'ong  cho  ho  cung  vay.  Toi  ira  chnong  he 
thong  cho  phep  mot  ngircVi  thoi  viec  khi  ho  muon,  va  toi  iroc  mong  la  he  thong  36  fliroc  an  dung  tai  khap  no*i. 
(dien  van  tai  New  Haven,  ngay  mung  C  lhang  3  nam  1860). 


am  glad  to  see  that  a  system  of  labor  prevails  in  N  jw  England  undar  which  laborers  can  strike 
whsn  they  want  to,  where  they  are  not  obliged  to  work  under  all  circumstances  and  are  not  tied  down 
and  obliged  to  labor  whether  you  pay  them  or  not.  I  like  the  system  which  lets  a  man  quit  when  he 
wants  to,  and  wish  it  might  prevail  everywhere,    (speech  at  New  Haven,  March  6,  1840) 
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Khi  mot  nguui  bat  dau  lap  nghiep  voi  hai  ban  tay  trang  —  do  la  truong  hop  cua  phan  Ion  inoi  nguoi  tren 
con  duong  tien  thu —  neu  xa  hoi  la  mot  xa  hoi  tir  do,  ngiroi  do  biet  ehac  rang  se  co  the  lam  nen  dnp-c  ;  ngud-i  do 
biet  rang  se  khong  phai  bat  buoe  lam  an  trong  mot  hoan  canh  ham  him  snot  doi.  Toi  khong  xau  ho  ma  t it  thu  rang 
ach  day  hai  mivoi  nam  toi  da  tirng  di  lam  miron,  dat  du-<Vng  xe  lira,  lam  vice  tren  tan  be,  nghia  la  diing  tinh  canh 
ciia  cac  con  nha  thanh  bach.  Toi  muon  rang  tat  ca  moi  ngii'6'i  deu  co  co1  hoi...  de  co  mot  doi  song  klui  gia  ho*n 
truoc.  (dien  van  tai  New  Haven,  ngay  mung  6  thang  3  nam  18G0) 


Toi  co  co-  hoi  diroc  tarn  thai  a  toa  nha  trang  Ion  nay  (dinh  tong  thong).  Toi  la  mot  cluing  nhan  cu  the 
cluing  minh  rang  bat  cii-  mot  con  em  nao  cua  cac  ban  deu  hy  vong  co  co'  hoi  den  6'  no-i  day,  nhir  toi  la  dira  con  nha 
thanh  bach  hien  dang  co  co-  hoi  vay.  (Dien  tir  doc  truroc  Trung-doan  Ohio  166,  ngay  22  thang  8  nam  1864). 


When  one  starts  poor  —  as  most  do  in  the  race  of  life,  free  society  is  such  that  he  knowi/hs  can  better 
his  condition;  he  knows  that  there  is  no  fixed  condition  of  labor,  for  his  whole  life.  I  am  not  ashamed 
to  confess  that  twenty  five  years  ago  I  was  a  hired  laborer,  mauling  rails,  at  work  on  a  flatboat  —  just 
what  might  happen  to  any  poor  man's  son  !  I  want  every  man  to  have  the  chance...  in  which  he  can  bet- 
ter his  condition,  (speech  at  New  Haven,  March  6.   I860) 

I  happen  temporarily  to  occupy  this  big  white  house  (the  presidential  residence).  I  am  a  living 
witness  that  any  one  of  your  children  may  look  to  come  here  as  my  father's  child  has.  (speech  to  166th 
Ohio  Regiment,  August  22,  !864). 
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Cuoi  cung,  toi  xin  nkan  manh,  neu  co  mot  dieu  nao  ma  toan  dan  co  bon  phan  khong  bao  gi6'  nen  giao  pb.6 
cho  bat  cir  ai  ngoai  chink  nhan  dan,  thi  dieu  do  la  sir  bao  ton  va  duy  tri  vtnh  vien  nhu-ng  quyen  ty  do  va  co*  cau 
cua  nhan  dan.  (dien  van  doc  tai  Peoria,  ngay  16  thang  10  nam  1854). 


Finally,  I  insist,  that  if  there  is  any  THING  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  WHOLE  PEOPLE  to  never  entrust 
to  any  hands  but  their  own,  that  thing  is  the  preservation  and  perpetuity,  of  their  own  liberties,  and  insti- 
tutions, (speech  at  Peoria,  October  16,  1854) 


-  29 


r 


#r 


Cong  luan,  ve  bat  cir  mot  van  de  nao,  bao  gi6-  cung  co  mot  «  y  tu-ong  chu  yeu  »  ma  tir  d6  cac  y  tuong  phii 
thuoc  se  toa  ra  xung  quanh.  «  "Y  tirong  chu  yeu  »  trong  cong  luan  chinh  tri  cua  chiing  ta,  tie  khi  bat  dau  cho  toi  gan 
day,  van  la  «  sir  binh  dang  cua  moi  ngird-i  ».  Va  tuy  la  y  tuong  cbu  yeu  do  luon  luon  bi  vui  rap  do  du  moi  su  bat 
binh  dang,  nhung  hinh  nhu*  co  mot  sir  tat  nbien  trong  viec  dfri,  la  auh  huong  bat  bien  cua  y  tuong  chu  yeu  da  du-a 
toi  mot  tien  bo  khong  ngung  de  tien  toi  mot  su-  binh  dang  cua  moi  ngiro-i  trong  thuc  te.  (dien  van  doc  tai  mot  dai 
tiec  cua  dang  Cong-Hoa,  tai  Chicago,  ngay  mimg  10  thang  Chap  nam  1856). 

Dau  hieu  dang  tin  cay  nhat  ve  f  chi  cua  dan  chiing  tai  nu-oc  nay  da  bieu  16  qua  cac  cuoc  bau  civ  dai  chiing. 
(Thong  diep  gui  Quoc-Hoi,  ngay  mung  6  thang  Chap  nam  1864). 


Public  opinion,  on  any  subject,  always  has  a  «  central  idea  »  from  which  all  its  minor  thoughts 
radiate.  That  «  central  Idea  »  in  our  political  public  opinion  at  the  beginning  was,  and  until  recently  has 
continued  to  be,  «  the  equality  of  men.»  And  although  it  was  always  submitted  patiently  to  whatever  of 
ineqjality  there  seemed  to  be  as  a  matter  of  actual  necessity,  its  constant  working  has  been  a  steady 
progress  towards  the  practical  equality  of  all  men.  (speech  at  Republican  Banquet,  Chicago,  December 
10,    1856). 

The  most  reliable  indication  of  public  purpose  in  this  country  is  derived  through  our  popular  elec- 
tions,   (message  to  Congress,  December  6,  1864). 
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.  .  .  tai  nircrc  nay,  kh6ng  c6  mot  ngudM  nao  lai  ngheo  kh5  den  do  ma  neu  rauon,  lai  khong  c6  the  ha"p  thu 
dirge  du  trinh  do  giao  due  ngo  hau  tien  thu  mot  each  kha  quan.  (bai  ca  tung  Henry  Clay,  ngay  mung  6  thang  7 
nam   1852). 

Khong  phai  rieng  cho  ngay  hom  nay  ma  la  cho  muon  thua  sau  nay,  chung  ta  c6  nhiem  vu  duy  tri  vinh  vien 
cho  con  chau  chiing  ta  chinh  the  cao  ca  va  tir  do  nay  ma  chiing  ta  da  du-gc  hu-ong  suot  do-i  chiing  ta. . .  Chinh  la  de 
cho  moi  ngtrd-i  trong  chung  ta,  nho"  a  chinh  the  ty  do  nay  ma  chung  ta  da  duoc  hirong,  c6  du-o-c  mot  tien  do  khoang 
dat  va  mfit  co  hoi  cong  bang  de  can  man  lam  an,  de  sinh  co  lap  nghiep,  de  xvr  dung  tri  6c  thong  minh,  de  cho  tat 
ca  moi  ngird-i  trong  chung  ta  dirge  quyEn  hu-ong  nhirng  dac  an  binh  dang  tren  con  dufrng  tien  thu  cua  cuoc  nhan 
sinh,  voi  tat  ca  nhfrng  nguyen  vong  dang  mong  iroc  nhat  cua  con  nguro-i.  (dien  tu-  doc  truoc  trung  doan  Ohio  166 
ngay  22  thang  8  nam  1864) 


. .  .in  this  country  one  can  scarcely  be  so  poor  but  that,  if  he  will,  he  can  acquire  sufficient  educa- 
tion to  get  through  the  world  respectably,  (eulogy  on  Henry  Clay,  July  6,  1852) 

It  is  not  merely  for  today  but  for  all  time  to  come  that  we  should  perpetuate  for  our  children's 
children  this  great  and  free  government,  which  we  have  enjoyed  all  our  lives. ..  It  is  in  order  that  each  of 
you  may  have,  through  this  free  government  which  we  have  enjoyed,  an  open  field  and  a  fair  chance 
for  your  industry,  enterprise,  and  intelligence;  that  you  may  all  have  equal  privileges  in  the  race  of  life 
with  all  its  desirable  human  aspirations,  (speech  to  166th  Ohio  Regiment,  August  22,  1864) 
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Tir  ngay  moi  sinli  ra  loai  ngud-i  tren  trai  dat  cho  tfri  thdi  dai  gan  day,  danh  trr  «ke  la  jo  va  «ke  thu»  la  hai 
danh  tir  hoan  toan  hoac  hau  nhu  dong  nghia.  Rat  lau  sau  khi  cac  quoc  gia  van  minh  da  d|nh  nghia  toi  trom  cSp  va 
sat  nhan  la  trong  toi,  va  da  quy  dinh  nhirng  sir  trirng  phat  nghiem  khac  cho  nhung  trong  toi  do,  neu  nhiJng  trong 
toi  d6  xay  ra  trong  nhan  dan  cua  nhu-ng  qnoc  gia  do,  hoac  lam  ton  hai  cho  ho  ;  nhirng  ngirdi  ta  van  c6n  cho  la  khong 
pham  toi,  ma  lai  c6n  cho  la  dang  khen  nua,  khi  ngird'i  ta  trom  cap,  sat  hai  va  no  le  h6a  nhung  ke  la,  du  la  nhiing 
quoc  gia  la  hoac  nhu-ng  ca  nhan  la.  Ngay  den  ngay  nay,  quan  niem  do  van  chira  hoan  toan  tieu  diet.  Mot  ngu-6-i  c6 
mot  trinh  do  dao  due  cao  nhat,  du  la  trong  dau  6c  co  chira  dung  nhung  nguyen  tac  trtru  tuong  cao  sieu,  van  ua 
chuong  ngu6-i  minh  biet  ho-n  la  ngu6i  minh  khong  biet.  Tu  chinh  lai  nhung  dieu  tai  hai  Ion  va  nho  gay  ra  do  su 
thieu  sot  cam  tinh  va  su  thu  han  Ian  nhau  giiJa  nhu-ng  ngud-i  eoi  nhan  nhu  xa  la,  du  gifi-a  cac  quoc  gia  hoac  eac  ca 
nhan  cung  vay,  do  la  nhiem  vu  cao  ca  nhat  cua  nen  van  minh  vay.  (Dien  van  tai  Milwaukee,  ngay  30  thing  9 
nam    1859) 


From  the  first  appearance  of  man  upon  the  earth,  down  to  very  recent  times,  the  word  «  stranger » 
and  uenemtf)  were  quite  or  almost,  synonymous.  Long  after  civilized  nations  had  defined  robbery  and 
murder  as  high  crimes,  and  had  affixed  severe  punishments  to  them,  when  practiced  among  and  upon 
their  own  people  respectively,  it  was  deemed  no  offence,  but  even  meritorious,  to  rob,  and  murder  and 
enslave  strangers,  whether  as  nations  or  as  individuals.  Even  yet,  this  has  not  totally  disappeared.  The 
man  of  the  highest  moral  cultivation,  in  spite  of  all  which  abstract  principle  can  do,  likes  him  whom  he 
does  know,  much  better  than  him  whom  he  does  not  know.  To  correct  the  evils,  great  and  small,  which 
spring  from  want  of  sympathy  and  from  positive  enmity,  among  strangers,  as  nations  or  as  individuals,  is 
one  of  the  highest  functions  of  civilization,  (address,  Milwaukee,  September  30,  1859) 
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La  nguo-i  A-Bong,  ne\i  toi  dirge  chon  mot  trong  nhirng  tu-tuong  bao  quat  cua  Lincoln,  toi  se  nhfr  lai  ldi 
tuyen  bo  cua  6ng:«  Chung  ta  tin  can  vao  16ng  yeu  chuong  tir-do  ma  Thuong-De  da  in  sau  trong  tam  tri  chiing  ta.  Chung 
ta  dirge  bao  ve  neu  chung  ta  gin  gift  dugc  cai  tinh  than  coi  tu-do  la  mot  di-san  cua  tat  ca  moi  ngu6-i  6-  khap  noi  ». 

Tong-Thong  NGO-DINH-DlfiM 

t  If  I,  as  an  Asian  were  to  single  out  one  item  in  Lincoln's  universality,  I  would  recall  his  words  that 
«  Our  reliance  is  in  the  love  of  liberty  which  God  has  planted  in  our  bosoms.  Our  defense  is  in  the  preservation  of 
the  spirit  which  prizes  liberty  as  the  heritage  of  all  men,  in  all  lands,  everywhere.  » 

President  NGO   DINH    DIEM 
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Chang  rieng  gi  toi  ma  bat  cu-  mot  nguo-i  My  nao  cung  khong  co  quyen  dircrc  doi  rieng  cho  minh  di  san  ciia 
Abraham  Lir.coln.  Bo  la  di  san  chung  cho  tat  ca  chiing  ta  ciing  hirong.. .  Toi  thuo-ng  hay  nhac  lai  cau  mot  chinh  khach 
Mf'Ha  thot  ra  khi  ong   Abraham,  Lincoln  lam  chung  nam  1865:   «  Nay  ong  da  la  nguai  cua  lich  sii  roi.» 

Tong  Thong  Dwight  D.  EISENHOWER 


«  Neither  I  nor  any  other  Arr.erican  alone  can  lay  claim  to  the  heritage  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  is  a  heritage 
ior  us  to  share...  I  like  to  recall  the  words  of  an  American  statesman  at  Abraham  Lincoln's  deathbed  in  1865:  <  Now 
he  belongs  to  the  ages.  » 

President  Dwight  D.  EISENHOWER 
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Trong  cac  truyen  co  tich  va  cac  anh  hung  ca  An  Do,  luon  luon  c6  n6i  rang  mot  bac  vT  nhan  phai  la  mot 
nguo-i  quyet  tam  hanh  clong  cho  the  sir  nhirng  lai  vugt  len  khoi  tam  the  sir,  khong  bi  the  sir  rang  buoc  ma  lai  dieu 
khien  dirge  the  sir  va  liic  nao  ciing  van  giu-  nguyen  dirge  ban  nga,  khi  thanh  cung  nhir  khi  bai.  Ong  Lincoln,  tren 
mot  binh  dien  rat  Ion,  da  co  day  du  cac  dire  tinh  de  thanh  mot  bac  v?  nhan.  Va  ong  da  the  hien  nhieu  dieu  ma 
ngay  nay,  mot  tram  nam  miro'i  nam  sau  ngay  ong  xuat  the,  van  con  co  mot  y  nghTa  toi  trong  tren  the  gicVi  :  y  tirong 
ve  tir  do,  ve  tir  do  ca  nhan,  y  tu-ong  ma  ong  da  dien  ta  trong  bai  dien  van  trir  danh  ve  «  mot  quoc  gia  quan  niem 
trong  tu*  do  va  xay  dirng  tren  nguyen  tac  tranh  dau  cho  moi  ngir6'i  dirge  binh  dang  ».  Khong  phai  chi  co  mot  quoc 
gia,  ma  chiing  ta  lai  hy  vong  la  tat  ca  moi  quoc  gia  den  dirge  quan  niem  trong  sir  tir  do  va  xay  dirng  tren  nguyen 
tac  tranh  dau   cho  sir  binh  dang  do. 

Vi  ong  Lincoln  khong  phai  ch)  la  mot  bac  lanh  dao  cao  ca  cua  rieng  niroc  My  ;  ong  con  thuoc  ve  toan  the 
the  gioi.  Ong  Ja  mot  vi  anh  hung  cua  the  gioi,  mot  trong  nhung  bac  vT  nhan  xuat  chiing  da  dan  dao  nhan  loai  va- 
van   tiep   tuc   dan   dao    nhan   loai. 

NEHRU 
Thu   Tirc>ng   An    Bo 

6ng  Lincoln  la  mot  bate  vT-nhan  va  mot  bac  hien-nhan  boi  vi  ong  thanh  tam  trong  16-i  noi  va  ong  da  lam 
nhii'ng  dieu  ong  tin  tuong  trong  long.  Luc  nao  cung  la  mot  con  ngurd-i  cua  gioi  binh  dan,  ong  hien  ro  tam  tri  cua 
con  nguo-i  thirfrng  dan,  va  biet  kinh-trong  moi  nguo-i  vi  tu-cach  cua  moi  ngud'i.  Do  6-  ban  tinh  cua  ong,  6'  tu-tirang 
rieng  cua  ong,  ong  da  tham  cam  nhan  dinh  che-do  no-le  la  that-dire,  rang  khong  ai  co  quyen  lam  chu  tam-tir  va 
the-xac  cua  ngu-oi  khac,  rang  mot  ngu6-i  se  mat  het  nhan-pham  neu  ngu-6-i  do  coi  khinh  ngu'6-i  khac  nhir  dam  gia-siic, 
song  de  lao-luc  ma  khong  co  quyen  doi  hoi  va  thua  huong  gi  ca,  rang  tat  ca  moi  ngu-6-i  phai  co  quyen  dirge  lam 
viec  va  chon  16'i  song  theo  y  rieng  minh,  trong  nhan-pham  va  voi  long  ty-trong. 

Tunku  Abdul   RAHMAN 
Thu    Tiring    Ma-Lai 

Ong  Abraham  Lincoln  xiiat-Uian  tu*  chon  binh-dan  va  da  tien-thu  toi  dia-vi  lanh-dao  quoc-gia  qua  co-n  binh- 
dao  khoi  lira  de  tien  toi  mot  nen  thong-nhat  moi.  Ong  se  dirge  hau-the  d6'i  d6-i  nho  on  la  ngiroi  da  the-hien  nhiing 
trien-vong  can-ban  cua  con  ngird-i  thud'ng  dan  bang  nturng  I6*i  le  gian-di  va  uy-nghiem. 

Harold    MaeMILLAN 
Thu  Tiro-ng  Anh  Quoe 

Nhan  each  cua  ong  la  mot  tam  giro-ng  sang  cho  chiing  ta,  nhung  ngu-6-i  raa  ly  tuong  dang  bi  de  doa  do  mot 
he  thong  chinh  tri  coi  khinh  tir  do  cua  con  ngird-i  va  luon  luon  cha  dap  len  nhan  quyen,  boi  vi  y  niem  «  mot 
chinh  phu  do  dan,  vi  dan  va  boi  dan»  —  hieu  theo  thirc  nghTa  cua  y  niem  d6  —  trai  ngirgc  han  lai  vai  he  thong 
chinh  tri  kia.  Vi  vay,  ngay  horn  nay,  chiing  ta  hay  nguyen  doc  long  tuan  theo  16*i  noi  cua  ong  Abraham  Lincoln  trong 
bai  dien  van  nham  chire  tong  thong  trong  nhiem  ky  thu-  hai  cua  ong:  «  Trong  Idng  khong  dung  ac  y  doi  voi  mpt 
ai,  voi  long  thiro-ng  ngu-6-i  doi  voi  tat  ca  moi  ngird-i,  quyet  tam  de  lam  dieu  phai  nho-  6'  Dang  Thirgng  De  soi  sang 
cho  chiing  ta  thay,  chiing  ta  hay  quyet  chi  hoan  thanh  cong  cupc  ma  chiing  ta  dang  lam  ». 

KONRAD  ADENAUER 
Thu  Tiro*ng  Tay  Birc 
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In  our  own  Indian  stories  and  our  Indian  epics,  it  is  always  said  that  the  great  man  should  be  a  man  devoted 
to  action  end  yet  above  action,  not  controlled  by  action,  but  controlling  action  and  remaining  himself,  whether  victory 
comes  or  defeat.  Lincoln,  to  a  very  large  extent,  fulfills  that  ideal.  And  he  embodies  in  himself  some  things  which  even 
today,  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  his  birth,  are  very  much  in  issue  in  the  world  —  the  idea  of  freedom,  individual 
freedom,  the  idea  as  he  put  it  himself  in  his  famous  address  «  of  a  nation  conceived  in  liberty  and  dedicated  to  the  cause 
that  all  men  are  equal  ».  Not  one  nation,  but  we  hope  that  every  nation  in  the  world  would  be  conceived  in  liberty  and 
dedicated    to   that  cause. 


...  For  Lincoln  was  not  merely  a  great  leader  of  America  ;  he  belongs  to  the  world.  He  is  a  hero  of  the  world, 
one    of    the    very  select   greet  men  who  have  moved  masses  of   human   beings,  and    who  continue  to  move  them. 

NEHRU 
Prime   Minister  of   India 

Lincoln  was  a  great  man  and  a  good  man  because  he  believed  in  what  he  said,  and  he  did  what  he 
believed  in.  Always  a  man  of  the  people,  he  knew  the  mind  and  heort  of  the  common  man,  respected  each  man  for 
himself.  Because  this  was  his  nature,  his  personal  way  of  thought,  he  felt  with  deep  and  solid  sincerity  that  slavery 
was  wrong  —  that  no  man  should  master  the  mind  or  body  of  another  —  that  it  was  degrading  for  any  man  to  look 
on  his  fellow  men  as  so  much  cattle,  living  only  to  toil  without  any  question  and  with  little  or  no  reward  —  that  all 
men   should  be  able  to  do  their  work  and  go  their  ways  in  dignity  and  self  respect. 

Tunku   Abdul    RAHMAN 
Prime    Minister    of   Malaya 

Abraham  Lincoln  came  from  humble  stock  and  rose  to  lead  his  country  through  fierce  and  bitter  conflict  and 
to  point  the  way  to  its  new  unity.  He  will  always  be  remembered  for  putting  into  simple  and  noble  language  the 
fundamental   aspirations  of  ordinary  men. 

Harold    MacMILLAN 
British    Prime  Minister 

His  personality  becomes  a  shining  example  to  us  whose  own  ideals  are  being  threatened  by  a  political  system 

which   disregards  the  freedom  of  man  and  constantly  tramples  on  human  rights   because   the  concept  of  «  government 

of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people  »  —  in  its  true  sense  —  is  alien  to  it.  Let  us  today,   therefore,  abide 

by  the  words  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his   Second    Inaugural  Address  :  «  With  malice  toward  none,  with   charity 

iot    o\\,  with  firmness  in  the  right,  as  God   gives   us   to   see  the   right,   let   us  strive   on  to   finish   th3  work  we   are  in.  » 


Konrad  ADENAUER 
Chancellor  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany 
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